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Thanksgiving Report

Pastor Linus Lau

Upon my return from the trip to China, | can’t help but be amazed by the sovereign
power of our Most High God. | give thanks and praise to our Savior and Lord for the
following:

1. The display of spiritual maturity of our Coral Springs congregation: You were faith-
ful and wise, not only supporting my mission with many prayers, but also being
united as one heart in serving the Lord.

2. God’s protection and provision throughout the trip: My luggage was never
searched. | did not get sick. My hosts in Shanghai and Guangzhou made all the ar-
rangements for my sojourn. And they scheduled all the meetings, with good audi-
ences for both the training and evangelical sessions. | learned many lessons about
God, my faith, and ministry.

3. The opening-up of China to the gospel: People are generally more receptive to
hearing the gospel. | was even able to share my faith openly with young people at
the hotel, on the flight from Shanghai to Guangzhou, and whatever opportunities
that God provided for me. This is a huge change from five years ago.

4. The annual printing of 5 million copies of the bible by the Chinese government: /t is
amazing to me that an atheistic and anti-Christian government would make the Bi-
ble so affordable and available to the general public. It is a complete Bible of good
quality print, sold to the public for $10 RMB (US$1.50).

5. The spiritual growth of our Life Springs Church: They are a very close-knit commu-
nity. They meet four times a week, engaging in Bible study, prayer meetings and
worship. Their Sunday worship is now split up into morning and afternoon services.
Many of them travel over an hour, one-way. They care for each other, encourage
one another, and love one another. Many of them read the Bible 3 times a year, not
just for head knowledge, but seeking to do the Lord’s will. In case you wonder, the
distractions and temptations in the big cities are just as ubiquitous as in America.
But they are serious in living out the authentic Christian life. They were also very
excited about being trained for EE. Even without the benefit of the full curriculum,
some of them had already become competent in personal evangelism.

6. The hunger of our brothers and sisters that returned to Guangzhou: Though new in
their faith, they are passionate witnesses for the Lord. They share their faith with
their friends, relatives, and whoever would listen. They invited as many people as
they could for our meetings, so that they had the opportunity to hear the gospel.
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My Testimony

Minister Scott Ryan

My wife and T love the Chinese Baptist Church of Coral Springs! We are so
thankful that we have been called here, first by the Lord, and secondly by the fellow-
ship of believers here in Coral Springs. I pray that I will always remain faithful to the
calling that the Lord has placed upon me. As I am still new to this church, T would like
to share with all of you my own story of how I came to Christ; and share how you can
become a Christian too. Thank you for allowing us to join you in the worship of our most
holy God!

I am so thankful that I grew up in a Christian family! All I have ever known since
my earliest memories has been the story of Christianity. I was not born a Christian,
but my parents taught me who a Christian is and told me the reason I should become
one. My parents surrounded me with Christian teaching within the home, and they also
brought me to church every Sunday for as long as I can remember. They taught me
that the entire Bible is God's revelation to mankind and that every single word in the
Bible is completely true - the words were written by men, but God gave them the words
to write. Although I did not understand everything about Christianity as a young child,
I knew enough to become a real Christian.

At age four, I became a Christian. I understood God had made the entire uni-
verse and had a rightful claim on my life. I also understood at this young age that evil
permeated the world. I saw evil within myself, recognizing that I did wrong things.
The Bible also helped to define what actions and attitudes constitute evil or sin. I real-
ized that I had disobeyed God many times. My parents showed me that I must pray to
God to ask his forgiveness for my sins. God would forgive me only if I had put my trust
in Jesus Christ, his Son. Jesus died for me, paying for my sins on the cross. At the
time, I did not understand the great theological depth in the cross, but I knew that Je-
sus had died for me in order to provide salvation for me. I understood that those who
do not place their trust in Christ will be thrown into hell for eternity. I wanted fo be in
heaven, living with Jesus for eternity. I confessed my sins to God, believing in Jesus
for salvation. My parents implored me to obey Jesus in all areas of my life and that he
is the king who must be obeyed.

As I look back over my life of thirty years, I absolutely believe I became a true
Christian at age four. T realize that many may say that I simply became a Christian be-
cause my parents were, or that I simply followed a tradition. I know in my own mind,
however, that if I do not believe Christianity is true, I will quickly cast it aside. But I
know it is truel As I have grown in my understanding of the Bible and the world in
which we live, my faith is even more confirmed. Nothing in the Bible can be refuted.
The Bible is the only story that can accurately diagnose the world in which we live. T
have seen many lives transformed by Jesus.

One must understand that God created the world. The first book of the Bible,
Genesis, shows that God created everything in the universe and that humans are the
crown jewels of the creation. He defines what is good. The Bible reveals attributes of
his character, such as the fact that he is a loving God. He is also a holy God, and there
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is no wickedness in him. He expects his creatures to obey him and to be holy like him.
However, we all choose to sin against him. Humans are trapped in sin - there is no way
back to God. No evil can be in God's presence. Even if humans tried to live perfect lives
in order to have a right relationship with God, they still fall short and sin. No matter how
hard I have tried to do good, I simply cannot be holy like God. I understand that God
punishes us with death and eternal separation from him. However, I know that God has
provided a way out of our predicament of eternal destruction - he sent Jesus, his perfect
son, in human form to live a life like us on this world. Jesus lived a perfect life yet then
died an agonizing death on our behalf. He sacrificed himself for me. I deserve death be-
cause I disobey God and commit wicked thoughts and actions, yet Jesus stood in my place
to take my penalty of death. Wow! I do not deserve this, but this shows God's great love
for sinners, that he would send his own son to die for me so that I may be restored to a
right relationship with him. I believe that Jesus really did die for me, and the Bible says
that if we believe in Jesus, confess that he is the master and ruler of life, and place our
trust in him, we will be saved from destruction. The great thing about this is that it is all
about grace - we get salvation even though we don't deserve it! This salvation is not about
whether or not I have done enough good to merit eternal life. Rather, when God sees me,
he sees Jesus, for Jesus stands in my place. He did no wrong; therefore, he cannot be
condemned. His death should have been my death, but he substituted himself for me.
Furthermore, he did not stay dead. On the third day after his death, he resurrected - he
came alive again. He conquered death, and because I trust in him for my salvation, T will
live with him in efernity.

I always want my entire ministry here at CBCCS to be centered in this gospel mes-
sage. May I always proclaim Christ! Friend, if you have not given your life o Jesus, I
urge you to do so. Jesus is the only way of salvation - without him, only fiery judgment
awaits you. Do what I did, along with countless others - repent of your sins and place
your faith in Jesus for salvation.
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A Study on the “Book of Philemon”

Betty Yiu

Most people come to the Bible, quickly read the passage several times and want to
think of ways it might be applied to their life. Some will pray and look to the Holy Spirit to
reveal insights without any serious study. The flaw in both methods is subjectivism. We
can easily interpret text meanings which are not intended, or think that God uses that
special verse to lead you to do something extraordinary, like joining the Army on the
prompting of Joshua 1:9.

So, a methodical approach is important. Careful and thorough observation, no matter
how seemingly trivial, is the most important step. The better you know your content, the
more meaningful your interpretations will be, the fairer your conclusions will be, and the
richer your applications will be. So, be alert on details. Of course, not every detail is of
equal value. In the course of time, you will learn to discern what is noteworthy and what
is not. It is a skill that takes time and practice. The kind of things you should look for are
key words, repetitions, reasons, comparisons, contrasts, progression of ideas, advice,
warnings, promises, important connectives, emphatic statements, figurative terms, lit-
erary form, etc, etc.

Second, do not be afraid to ask the text. Some of the questions can be obvious and
simple. But these may lead to deeper questions such as “What is the implication of
that?” “What is the significance of that?” “What is the relationship of that to the rest of
the book?” “Why did the author say that?”

For example, who was the letter of Philemon addressed to? You may want to ask
yourself, “What in the world would Paul address the letter to the church on such a per-
sonal matter?” Would you like your youth counselor to talk to you about your relation-
ship with your parents and broadcast the conversations for the whole church to know?
Then again, what could be the impacts of Onesimus’s return on the church? On other
slave owners in the church? On other slaves in the church? A simple observation like
that can really get you into the ethos, the culture, and the background of the letter. What
might be Paul’s intentions by bringing forth a personal letter (it is a personal letter when
you consider the tone and the content) to the public?

Another example of observation leading to questions: What is the situation of Paul?
How does he describe himself, again and again? (v. 1, 9, 10, 13, 23) What is the impact

to Philemon, when a brother in chains pleads for another brother under yoke?

What qualities in Philemon does Paul commend? How does this prepare the way for
Paul’s later plea? (v. 9)
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Who is Onesimus to Paul? What is the relationship between the two? Note the tone of
voice, and the address he uses for Onesimus. What is so radical about Paul’s view of
Onesimus? (This is where you can bring your findings from Paul’s other letters) What

does Paul say about slavery elsewhere in other epistles? Eph 6:5-9, Col 3:22-25, 4:1, 1
Tim 6:1-2, Tit 2:9-10, Gal 3:28, 1 Cor 7:20-22

Compare Paul’s use of authority in 1Corinthians 11, and here in this letter. Any difference?
Why? Why didn’t Paul exert his apostolic authority here and declare Onesimus free and
keep him as a partner? As a digression, you can ask yourself: How does Paul see au-
thority? Or someone in authority?

Now, you can go outside the New Testament to find similar treatment of the same subject.
Being well versed in the Old Testament, Paul must know the OT law about runaway
slaves. (Dt 23:15-16) Why does he return Onesimus to Philemon?

What other points does Paul make to bolster his plea with Philemon? How much stake
has Paul put in Onesimus in sending him back? How effective is Paul as Onesimus’s
advocate? What if Onesimus runs away and never returns to Philemon? If you were Phi-
lemon, would you feel like you were pushed to a corner by Paul? This letter is a master-
piece of persuasion. If you read it in one breath, you cannot help but come away with the
feeling that this is peacemaking at its best.

On slavery: On the broader scale, for discussions, we can ask what is the Bible’s view on
slavery? Search the Scriptures (using a concordance or topical bible if you have one, or
ask your parents, or go through some of the ordinances in the OT) what God commands
the Israel concerning bond servants? (Here are some samples ---- Ex 21:20-21; 26-27;
22:21; 23:9; Lev. 19:18,34; 25:42-43; Deut. 27:29; Ex 21:2-6; Lev 25:39-43; Lev 25:10,
19:15; 24:22). On what basis is slavery directly against God’s will? Why can’'t we own
another person just like we own a pet? Think of similar situations in our society where
slavery still exists. Think of ways one can manipulate and control people, even our
spouses, or brothers and sisters in church?

On Forgiveness and Reconciliation: How does this letter help us understand relation-
ships, and the meaning of the gospel better? Why would such a pithy letter be included in
the New Testament at all? What does this book tell you about true reconciliation? About
true forgiveness?

On Peacemaking: What can we learn from Paul about this very important beatitude that

the Lord deems as praiseworthy? What broken relationship you think you can play a part
in its healing?
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